
2019 12 08 Candle Prayer for Peace, Hope and Justice 
 
Gender based violence knows no religion, age, nationality, culture or socio-economic 
class. Dear Lord, open our eyes, our minds and our hearts to this reality. 
 
Journey with us during these 16 days of activism against gender based violence. May 
this time be a time of prayer and of activism in a campaign that is only one 
intervention strategy towards creating a society free of violence – a society which 
reflects your will for us on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
The solution lies with all of us. Enable us to use our resources to bring an end to 
violence. We pray for wisdom in using our resources both to bring an end to violence 
and in supporting the survivors of violence. We pray that the Gender Commission 
hearings on shelters for survivors is not just an exercise in shifting blame, and that the 
inevitable report will not just be filed with no action to follow. 
 
We pray for wisdom in how we relate to survivors – in our families, our communities, 
on social media and in the broader media. Give us wisdom and understanding to be 
able to respect while we support. Remind us that action, no matter how well-
intentioned, must not deny the agency of the survivor. We read every day of a cruel 
and brutal murder of a woman or a child. When we respond, remind us to respect the 
memory of the victim and her family as they too are survivors of gender-based 
violence. Let us not lose perspective in our anger, fear and outrage and deny the 
humanity of both victims and perpetrators.  
 
Lord, open our hearts to the way in which the institutions and structures in which we 
operate – our family, our church, our place of work or education – silence the voices 
of women and children and perpetuate violence. In these sixteen days, and every day, 
give us courage not to turn away. Dear Lord, open our eyes, our minds and our 
hearts, and keeps us strong. 
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