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On 27 September 2019, the world’s best athletes will gather in Doha to partake in the IAAF sanctioned 

World Athletic Championships. 

MOKGADI CASTER SEMENYA will not be there to defend her 800m title that she won in London in 

2017.   

Her life and story presents the IAAF, its president Sebastian Coe, his council, all of us and myself with 

a terrible bother, because Semenya challenges the status quo of categories. She cannot be changed, 

she cannot be controlled and she cannot be gotten rid of, simply because she represents a natural 

truth.  

Her story is an important one for every single one of us. 

Please join me in prayer in acknowledgement of Mokgadi Caster Semenya. 

All loving God, creator and giver of life, we humble ourselves before you in prayer this morning - 

In the knowledge that each one of us are images of you. Each one of us and not just a chosen few. 

That each one of us is unique and beautifully so. 

That you know each one of us, intimately. 

That you love each one of us, deeply. 

For all that, we give thanks. 

This morning we acknowledge the unique life and story of  

MOKGADI CASTER SEMENYA 

May she feel our love. 

May she know our support.  

May she accept our acknowledgment.  

We give a prayer of thanks for her parents.  

Her mother Dorcas and her father Jacob, who when described by their daughter she says –  

“they raised me well and accepted me as I was. As a young girl I had no fear” 

We pray that we may all be people like Dorcas and Jacob Semenya and treat children well, accept who 

they are and make them feel secure and loved, so that they grow up fearless.  

I give thanks for the name that they blessed her with - MOKGADI - which in the Pedi language means  

THE GUIDER 

Like many South Africans we know her by her second name, which is Caster and so I lift up her given 

and blessed name - that of MOKGADI - in prayer and give thanks for it. 



MOKGADI CASTER SEMENYA, we pray that your name will inspire us to be guided by our own truths 

and instincts.  

We give thanks for her natural and God given talents both on the sports field and as a messenger of 

the truth 

We pray that her story will inspire each one of us to use our talents and speak our truths.  

We give thanks for her beauty. 

MOKGADI CASTER SEMENYA, you are a beautiful woman.  

We give thanks for her strength.  

We give thanks for her courage.  

We pray that her life and story will remind each one of us that we are beautiful, that each one of us is 

strong and that each one of us is courageous, because -  

HER STORY IS OUR STORY 

We give thanks for her partner, VIOLET RASEBOYA, for her support and her love. 

We honour their marriage. 

We give thanks that we live in a country that allows people to love and to marry freely. 

MOKGADI CASTER SEMENYA, we pray that the focus remains on your battle with the IAAF and that 

you will continue to challenge us and myself. That you will be grated the freedom to run honestly so 

that your story will enable little girls and boys, born different and born talented, to know that they are 

our guides and not our problems. 

We pray that you will continue to rattle the cages of the establishment and that you will not be 

changed, that you will not be controlled and that you will not be gotten rid of. 

We pray that your story will inspire us to look at our own lives and that we too will not be scared of 

difference, either in ourselves or in others around us and that we too will not try to change, control 

or get rid of that difference in either ourselves or others around us. 

All loving God, you made each one of us, you love each one of use. Help us to see that love in others. 

You sent Jesus as a messenger of the truth and we crucified it.  

The life and story of MOKGADI CASTER SEMENYA represents that truth. Let us not crucify her too.  

Amen 
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