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Jesus, we come today to confront death…your death.  A death that speaks so much about 

your living…a living that was characterised by teachings and example of how life could be 

lived in a different way…a way, once understood, that would bring a deep freedom to all, 

particularly to those identified as the least in society.  We experience the trajectory of the 

decision to kill that, to kill you, in the mess our world is in today…a world of disregard for 

anything that is not self-serving…a world so contrary to you. 

Jesus, we come today to confront death…the death of those who have chosen to pick up 

your baton of truth-telling…the whistle-blowers, the journalists committed to exposing 

reality and the many who speak out on behalf of those who are in danger of losing their 

voices.  Some have been killed for it…literally cut up into pieces… others have faced a more 

figurative death and are languishing in prisons,  or have had to flee the countries they call 

home,  or have been the recipients of hate mail and vicious threats…These and other 

numerous “killings” have meant their lives will never be the same again.  They have lost 

deeply.  As we honour you, we honour them too. They have followed in your way. 

Jesus, we come today to confront death…the death of children who have died only because 

they entered a world you challenged in every moment of your living.  A world that serves 

them toilets they can drown in, a world that orphans them by its preoccupation with war, a 

world that steals wealth so they cannot eat and a world that rapes and kills them because it 

has become so utterly, utterly sick.  Forgive us…forgive us for not ensuring them life. 

And lastly, Jesus, we come today to confront death…our death…our not living…knowing that 

as we have allowed ourselves to be captured by comfort and gain, it has always been at the 

expense of others and we are slowly killing them as well as ourselves.   

Will you help us to turn this around and be prepared to give our lives to your way… so that 

we, too, can become givers of life… to others… and in so doing, maybe to ourselves as well.    

Amen 

 


